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though unable to force an entry into south Beveland, overran the
area to the north-east as far as the Maas estuary, in co-operation
\vith the British Xllth Corps operating on its right so as to envelop
the successive positions of the enemy.
The final operation for the opening of the Scheldt, the capture
of Walcheren Island, was begun on November i, after air attacks
had made several breaches in the surrounding dyke to inundate
the central low lying area and isolate the enemy defences. One
portion of the attacking troops was landed from the sea, and another
ferried across the estuary to Flushing ; the British. 1st Corps at
the same time pierced the last of the causeway defences and rapidly
cleared south Beveland to close in on Walcheren from the east. A
week after the first landing, Walcheren was completely occupied
and work on clearing the passage of the Scheldt could be begun;
but the task was so difficult and dangerous that it was December
before Antwerp could be taken into use as the main Allied base
port.
Immediately following the conquest of Walcheren, the Allied
armies resumed their offensive all along the front. The British
Second Army's task was to extend as far as the Maas the eastern
edge of the narrow Arnhem corridor, which had b.een the objective
of repeated enemy counter attacks during October. These were
carried out by the British Xllth Corps operating towards Roermond
and the Vlllth Corps towards Venlo, and the Maas line was duly
reached after a month's fighting. The other Allied armies also
made progress; but by mid-December, as the offensive had begun
to peter out in bad weather which in particular hampered the
operations of our air forces, General Eisenhower ordered the
regrouping of his forces for its renewal with the return of more
favourable conditions.
The execution of this movement was, however, unexpectedly
interrupted by a powerful hostile counter-offensive launched against
the weakest sector of the American'front, the Ardennes. Into this
the enemy threw all his accumulated reserves, twenty-four divisions,
ten of them armoured, with the hope of rupturing the Allies'
front and cutting them off from their base at Antwerp. After
considerable initial success, the attack was halted and then turned
back. Field Marshal Montgomery, placed temporarily in charge of
the northern half of the battlefield, where the' American First and
Ninth Annies were hard pressed, moved the six divisions of the
British XXXth Corps to the Liege area to help in repelling the
hostile spearheads; but it was not necessary to use these divisions
until the enemy had begun to retreat under American pressure on
both flanks of his deep but narrow salient, when they co-operated
by pressing in the head of the salient between Marche and St.
Hubert. By mid-January, 1945, the Germans had lost practically